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Decisions, Assessment, Risk and Evidence in Social Work – DARE 2024 conference 
Thursday 20th June to Friday 21st June 2024, at the Zurich University of Applied Sciences (ZHAW), Campus Toni-Areal, Zurich 
https://www.zhaw.ch/dare  

Program 

Version 3, 6 June 2024 

20 June 2024 
From To What (title, presenting authors) 
9:00 10:00 Registration and welcome coffee 
10:00 10:15 Welcome and introduction 
10:15 11:15 Plenary I 

“Can using predictive risk models reduce racial bias?” Evidence from Child Welfare and Homelessness Systems - Rhema Vaithianathan 
11:15 11:45  Coffee Break 
11:45 13:15 

Sessions I 
Parallel Session 1.1   
Children and youth in out-of-home care 

Parallel Session 1.2  
Social workers wellbeing and their 
perspectives on social work issues 

Parallel Session 1.3   
Assessment and judgment processes in 
social work fields 

Parallel Session 1.4 
Symposium 
Lesson from the child protection 
workforce: Studies of the role of 
attitudes, beliefs, stereotypes and bias in 
decision making  
(166, Chair: John Fluke) 

11.45-12.05 

164 Implementing “Child Guarantee” 
Program in Greece 
George Nikolaidis 

158 The effect of technology mediated 
mindfulness on stress and burnout of social 
workers in Romania  
Florin Lazăr, Anca Mihai 

118 Social workers’ assessment of a 
child’s need for services as 
‘craftwork’ practice  
Tuuli Lamponen 

166.1 The effect of child protection attitudes 
on child protection decision-making: the 
mediating role of stereotypes 
John Fluke 
166.2 Mechanisms that explain judgments 
and decisions during Initial Assessments in 
an Irish Case Study: interactions in the 
Decision Making Ecology 
Donna O'Leary 
166.3 Dalgleish score differences amongst 
professional roles within the greater child 
welfare community 
Matthew Trail 
166.4 Child welfare workers and community 
service providers’ viewpoints on Black 
children’s overrepresentation in the child 
welfare system of Ontario, Canada  
Kofi Antwi-Boasiako 
166.5 Exploring child welfare workers’ 
clinical assessment of risk of future 
maltreatment and their attitude towards the 
child welfare system in one child welfare 
organization 
Kristen Lwin  

12.05-12.25 

103 Decision-making processes on 
emergency foster care: How to improve 
them?  
Rosa Sitjes-Figueras 

131 “You have to be on guard that they 
don´t try to abolish our profession” – Views 
on AI-based algorithmic decision-making 
systems from a stakeholder perspective  
Diana Schneider 

173 Decision-making as “social problems 
work” - a case study from adult protection 
Martina Koch, Philomina Bloch-
Chakkalakkal 

12.25-12.45 

140 Factors associated with placement 
instability amongst children in care: A 
scoping review of international literature 
Laura Elizabeth Cowley 

177 Individual and Organizational 
Determinants of Attitudes towards Evidence-
Based Practice among Child Protective 
Services Workers in Portugal  
Diogo Lamela 

114 “Tell them what they want to hear”: Re-
considering assessment practices with 
people who are homeless  
Karl Mason 

12.45-13.05 

122 The Importance of Reunification 
Expectations for Young People's Sense of 
Belonging in Residential Care  
Jana Osswald   

13:15 14:15 Lunch 
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14:15 14:45 Poster Exhibition 
156 Assessing risk and change’ prognosis in children and young people affected by domestic violence: A comprehensive review (Dora Pereira, Ana Isabel Sani)  
142 Decision making and the out of home placement process from the perspective of children (Carina Pohl) 
128 Decision-making processes and conditionality. How to implement decision-making processes capable of supporting beneficiaries of economic measures by preventing them from being sanctioned 

(Anna Zenarolla) 
107 Existential epistemic injustice: An overlooked barrier to recognizing and addressing risk (Lia Levin) 
146 Insights into the Development of Social Work Knowledge and Decision-Making during Times of multiple Crises: A Qualitative-Exploratory Study with Social Workers in Tyrol, Austria (Moritz 

Reisberger, Lena Rolvering) 
130 Integrating Experiential Learning: Exploring the Influence of Social Work Students’ Knowledge and Personal Experiences on Judgement and Decision-Making in a Child Abuse Simulation (Barbara 

Lee, Michelle O’Kane, Kristen Lwin)  
168 Navigating Crises in Deindustrialised South Wales (Olivia Frigo-Charles) 
129 New possibilities for assessing behavior problems: Introducing Questionnaire on Child and Adolescent Behavior (QCAB) in Croatian Social Welfare system (Andrea Ćosić) 
141 On-site or on-line? Reflections on the effectiveness of two delivery formats of social work interventions, based on an intervention program with incarcerated Romanian juvenile offenders and 

university students in social work (Elena-Loreni Baciu, Theofild Andrei Lazăr) 
139 The first census of the social services workforce in Romania: Its story and main results (Elena-Loreni Baciu, Florin Lazăr, Mihai Bogdan Iovu, Conțiu Tiberiu Șoitu) 

14:45 15:45 Plenary II  
Stress, Trauma and Decision-Making in Social Work - Cheryl Regehr 

15:45 16:15 Coffee Break 
16:15 17:45 

Sessions II 

Parallel Session 2.1  
Service user participation and 
experiences 

Parallel Session 2.2   
Disabilities and neurodiversity in 
children, parents, and families 

Parallel Session 2.3 
Decision-making theory and 
frameworks 

Parallel Session 2.4 
Workshop 
Involvement of the social network of families 
with multiple problems 

16.15-16.35 

150 Parental involvement and children’s 
participation in decision making over time: 
Results from the analyses of case files in 
Germany 
Christoph Liel 

138 Disabilities in children receiving care 
and support in Wales and risk factors 
associated with being placed in care: A 
population-based data linkage study  
Laura Elizabeth Cowley 

172 Threshold Decisions in Social Work: 
Using Theory to Support Practice  
Donna O’Leary, Frank Ebsen, Olive Lyons 

119 Involvement of the social network of families 
with multiple problems: an example of how existing 
knowledge can be translated to a practical tool for 
professionals 
Lorraine Visscher; Els Evenboer 

16.35-16.55 

126 Childrens’ and parents‘ experiences 
of child protection proceedings: results of 
an interdisciplinary study 
Brigitte Müller, Aline Schoch 

151 Decision-making processes in 
Learning Disability Services in Northern 
Ireland 
Danielle McIlroy 

155 Guiding Clients Through Decisional 
Crossroads: Towards a Comprehensive 
Framework 
Friederike Fliedner 

16.55-17.15 

167 Urban Spaces and Youth Resilience: 
Youth Participation in Research and 
Decision Making Processes  
Pia Hollenbach, Olivia Frigo-Charles 

120 Assessing parenting capacity: Missed 
opportunities and broken families. 
Mary Baginsky 

125 Environments for intuitive decision-
making: A theoretical framework for 
assessing intuitive-reasoning in social 
work 
Larissa Steimle, Simon Fleissner 

17.15-17.35 

104 Parental decision-making in 
‘voluntary’ care arrangements: deciding 
within the shadow of compulsion.  
Brandi Lee Lough Dennell, Robert Porter 

148 Social workers’ risk assessment in 
child protection with children with autism 
and/or ADHD 
Cecilie K. Moesby-Jensen  

17:45 19:15 Welcome Reception 
19:00 22:00 Conference Dinner (registration required) 
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21 June 2024 
From To What (title, presenting authors) 
8:45 9:15 Welcome coffee 
9:15 10:15 Plenary III 

Decisions, Assessment and Risk: Where Are We Now? - Brian Taylor 
10:15 10:45 Coffee Break 
10:45 12:15 Sessions 

III 

Parallel Session 3.1  
Child protection services’ decision 
making 

Parallel Session 3.2  
Ethical/quality issues and 
professionalization of social work 

Parallel Session 3.3 
Health, mental health, and clinical 
social work 

Parallel Sessions 3.4 
Workshop  
Predictive risk modelling 

10.45-11.05 

171 Child Protection Workers’ views on 
conducting Child Sexual abuse 
investigations: What factors influence their 
decision-making? 
Olive Lyons, Barbara Fallon 

101 Examining Disclosure of Childhood 
Sexual Abuse via a Social Model  
Joseph Mooney 

144 Evidencing the value of social work 
and social work placements for General 
Practice  
Ines Zuchowski, Albert Kuruvila 

121 Predictive risk modelling as a tool for 
supporting decision making in social work with 
children and families at risk. 
Liesanth Yde Nirmalarajan, Anne Marie 
Villumsen, Line Berg, Simon Bodilsen 

11.05-11.25 

169 Examining the Relationship between 
Child Welfare Worker Characteristics and 
the Substantiation Decision 
Kristen Lwin 

163 Child Protective Services: An 
Integrative Model of Clinical Supervision 
Carolina Coelho 

135 Health Examinations of Children in 
Out-of-home Social Care from a Child 
Protective Services Perspective  
Godfried van Agthoven 

11.25-11.45 

106 Decision-making on out-of-home care: 
the case of Flanders  
Johan Vanderfaeillie 

127 Overlooking Risk Factors During the 
Pandemic: An Ecological Approach Child 
Welfare Practice Decisions  
Melinda Gushwa, Emily Douglas 

178 Examining the Effect of Psychological 
First Aid Interventions using an AI 
WhatsApp chatbot  
Talia Schwartz Tayri 

11.45-12.05  

116 A decision making ecology for 
‘voluntary’ care arrangements: process, 
practice, and preferences 
Robert Porter, Brandi Lee Lough Dennell  

165 How Social Work practice is leading 
the way in implementing new decision-
making legislation in an Irish National 
Rehabilitation Hospital  
Renee Summers 

12:15 13:15 Lunch 
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13:15 14:45 
Sessions 
IV 

Parallel Session 4.1  
Risk prediction and risk assessment 

Parallel Session 4.2  
Tools, instruments, insights for practitioners 

Parallel Session 4.3 
Symposium 
Care for families with multiple problems – effectiveness, ethical 
and decision making issues (174, Chair: Tim Tausenfreund) 

13.15-13.35 

153 Unleashing Machine Learning on Assessment 
Data to Bolster Alternative-to-Placement Decisions: 
Lessons Learned from an 8-Year Predictive Risk 
Model Implementation  
David Bard 

143 Intersubjective emotion practices in systemic 
group supervision: Informing assessment and 
decision-making 
Louise O’Connor 

174.1 Similarities and differences between interventions for families 
with multiple problems and their content in daily practice 
Loraine Visscher 
174.2 The limited effects of home-visiting services to prevent child 
abuse and neglect: Empirical evidence and ethical implications 
David Lätsch 
174.3 Doing justice to children in ethical and legal considerations by 
professionals in residential youth care. 
Susanne Höfte, Dorien Graas 
174.4 Care for families in complex situations – norms, values and 
ethical questions 
Els Evenboer 

13.35-13.55 

109 Child welfare predictive risk models and legal 
decision making 
Matthew Trail 

162 Exploring the utility of the Parental Capacities 
Evaluation Guide in Clinical Supervision 
Carolina Coelho, Dora Pereira 

13.55-14.15 

170 Exploring the Relationship between Child Welfare 
Worker Wellbeing, Organizational Influences, and their 
Assessment of Risk of Future Maltreatment 
Kristen Lwin 

147 “You’re just not going to know, are you?” 
Exploring Social Workers’ sense-making processes 
and judgements of parental capacity for change; 
balancing hopes, worries and resources across past, 
present and potential future  
Katie Riches 

14.15-14.35 

175 Algorithmic tools to help social workers in child 
protection service make well-informed decisions. The 
results of a scoping review.  
A.E. Gabriëls, C.H.Z. Kuiper  

14:45  15:15  Coffee Break 
15:15 16:25 Sessions 

V 
Parallel Session 5.1 
Intimate partner violence / domestic violence 

Parallel Session 5.2  
Child protection services research: methods, 
instruments, data 

Parallel Sessions 5.3 
Workshop  
Social work and disaster governance 

15.15-15.35 

124 Join hands! Participative action research on 
interprofessional assessment and decision-making for 
families dealing with domestic violence  
Cora Bartelink 

149 The Childhood Neglect Recollection Inventory: 
validity of a new instrument for adult self-reporting of 
childhood neglect.  
Tomer Carmel 

145 Social Work and Disaster Governance: Exploring Ignorance, 
Sense-making, and Reflective Practice 
Pia Hollenbach, Olivia Frigo-Charles 

15.35-15.55 

115 When is enough? Deciding on service provision 
when domestic violence features in child protection 
initial assessments: empirical evidence from sequential 
qualitative and quantitative studies in Ireland 
Donna O’Leary 

176 Unveiling Childhood Adversity: Data Linkage 
Insights  
Talia Schwartz Tayri, Michal Maimon 

15.55-16.15 

137 Coming to Terms with Risk Factors for Intimate 
Partner Violence Perpetration: A Scoping Review  
Lisa Norén 

108 The contribution of Social Network Analysis to 
child protection research: A study example.  
Lukas Fellmann 

16:25  16:35  Transfer to Closing 
16:35  16:55  Closing 

 


