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MSc ENR Summer School “Biodiversity Monitoring” 2026
This Summer School is jointly organized by the IUNR, Switzerland, the Faculty of Biology of the University of Warsaw, Poland, and the Kherson State University, Ukraine, on an annual basis. In 2026, it will take place in the from 15–26 August in the Field Station “Białowieża” in close vicinity to the national park of the same name in NE Poland. Thanks to the financial support of the IUNR, the costs of the IUNR students in Poland (accommodation, food, bicycle, guided tour in the national park, travel to/from Hajnówka) will be partly covered, so that you likely will have to pay only between CHF 150 and CHF 200 in addition to the travel costs between Switzerland and Hajnówka. (We have applied for funding of a Blended Intensive Program, which in case of success would cover all the costs of the Swiss students, including travel, but we will know the outcome only by end of June). Details will be discussed and arranged with the selected participants in due time, including a possible group travel with train or bus. If you have questions concerning this Summer School, please contact Jürgen Dengler (juergen.dengler@zhaw.ch). 
Selection procedure for Swiss participants
In total, 20 students from the three universities can participate each year. We plan to have 10 Swiss, 6 Polish 4 Ukrainian students. To assign the places, we will rank the students of each country based on their motivation letters. If there should be more applicants from one country than places, we will create a waiting list. In March 2026, when it is clear whether all places are used by all countries, persons on the waiting lists will be informed whether they can participate.
Selection criteria
The Summer School “Biodiversity Monitoring” is targeted at students from the MRU “Biodiversity and Ecosystems”, but in principle can also be attended by students of other MRUs if they have the required skills and motivation. The aim of the selection process is to assign the limited number of places to those students who have the necessary skills and motiviation who demonstrate that they will engage actively in such an international teaching setting. Note that the three free-text fields are particularly relevant for the assessment. Based on the evaluation criteria, the Swiss applicants will be ranked, and the top-10 will be directly offered a place, while those with lower ranks will be placed on the waiting list and invited in case of vacancies.
Deadline
Please send this form until 28 February 2026 to juergen.dengler@zhaw.ch.

[bookmark: Text1]Name		     
E-mail		     
Tutor		     
MRU		     

	Self-assessment
	Strongly disagree
	Disagree
	Neither agree nor disagree
	Agree
	Strongly agree

	My background is in natural sciences
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|

	My background is in socio-economy
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|

	I have good knowledge in the Central European vascular plant flora
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|

	I have prior experience with sampling and identification of small mammals
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|

	I have prior experience with sampling and identification of orthopterans
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|

	I would like to learn sampling and identification of one of the three taxonomic groups with which I did not work previously
Specify which:      
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|

	I have previously analysed biodiversity data (e.g. in a Bachelor thesis)
Specify what you did:      
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|

	I am interested in conceptual issues of biodiversity and biodiversity monitoring
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|

	I have good skills in ecological statistics with R
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|

	I am fluent in English and willing to communicate in this language during the Summer School
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|





	Motivation
Explain in writing why you want to participate in the Summer School “Biodiversity Monitoring” and what you hope to achieve by attending the class (max. 100 words). 
[bookmark: Text2]     

Integration into study plan
Explain in writing how the Summer School “Biodiversity Monitoring” fits into your study plan/curriculum and how it complements other modules or key topics of your individual study plan/curriculum, including the planned Master thesis (max. 100 words). 
[bookmark: Text3]     

Attitude towards the setting of the Summer School
Explain in writing your attitude towards the settings of the Summer School “Biodiversity Monitoring”, e.g. joint conductance with Polish & Ukrainian lecturers & students, English as medium of instruction, being together with the other students and teachers in one place for 12 days, including joint preparation of meals & evening program, conducting project works in international teams of students (max. 100 words). 
     

Preferences for taxonomic groups
While in the first part of the Summer School, all students will deal with vascular plants, orthopterans and small mammals, in the projects in the second part will focus on one of the taxonomic groups. Please indicate which is your first, second and third preference, but please accept that there are significantly fewer places for the two animal groups than for plants and thus not necessarily every student will be able to work on his/her first choice.
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