
Sample form, not for offline completion.
Visit https://zhaw-sustainable.grantplatform.com to apply.

SPF - Student Project Fund

Start here
The Student Project Fund is part of the Sustainable Impact Program, aimed at establishing sustainability as an integral
part of ZHAW culture and community.

The fund helps you turn your project idea into reality. Sustainable development thrives on creativity, diversity of
perspectives, a willingness to experiment and continuous learning processes. That is exactly what we want to
promote. Whether you work alone or in a team, this fund is about taking action, gaining practical experience,
courageously trying out new approaches and learning. We offer advice and resources to support you.

Important: The student funding programs of the Sustainable Impact Program (Student Project Fund and Instant
Impact Fund) are exclusively for students enrolled at ZHAW. Students who are also employed at ZHAW during their
studies are considered a special case: If employed by ZHAW, no working hours can be billed through SIP funding, as a
person cannot use two sources of funding within ZHAW at the same time. If a student's status changes during the
project period (i.e., if they are offered a position at ZHAW), all project hours must be billed before they start work and
ZHAW sustainable must be informed. However, expense compensation and direct invoicing to ZHAW sustainable
(material resources or services from third parties) can still be carried out.

If you have any questions about the application process, please feel free to contact us by email at:
sustainable@zhaw.ch

Application name 

I confirm that I meet the eligibility criteria for this grant and that I will tell the truth in my application.
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personal details & team
We encourage you to credit all members of the team who contributed to or are involved in this application.

Please be sure to spell names and indicate titles correctly.
You may also use this space to credit any contributing organisations.

To be eligible to participate, the main applicant must be a member of the ZHAW for the entire duration of the application and the
resulting project. 

Important: Direct payments can only be made to persons with a residence and work permit in Switzerland.

1. 
2. 

First Name

Last Name

Title (optional)

Department/School



Architecture, Design and Civil Engineering

School of Health Professions

School of Applied Linguistics

Life Sciences and Facility Management

School of Applied Psychology

Social Work

School of Engineering

School of Management and Law

Finance & Services

President's Office

Study Program/Institute
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Short Description
Please provide a short summary of your application as well as a more detailed description of the objectives of your
application and highlight its connection to sustainable development in relation to the Agenda 2030 and the 17 SDGs.

Estimated graduation date (month/year)

Do you have an active employment relationship with ZHAW alongside your studies? 
yes

no

E-Mail

Phone Number

Project Team (optional)

First Name Last Name E-Mail
School/Study 
Program

Further 
Information

1

2

3

Projects with a diverse team, as well as those that involve stakeholders and target groups in a participatory way in their project
planning, will be favoured for funding over teams that lack diversity in gender and perspectives.

Project Partners (ZHAW-extern) (optional)

First Name Last Name E-Mail Organisation
Further 
Information

1

2

3

Project / Working Title 125 characters

Short titles, also with relevant acronyms, are preferred.

Brief Summary 150 words

Please concisely summarise your application with what you are trying to solve, how you intend to do it, and why it is relevant for
sustainability.
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Impact
The project makes an effective contribution to sustainable development. The following dimensions are considered in
conjunction with one another: social, ecological and economic. It should have a clear link to one or more of the UN
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). In addition, the project is clearly anchored in the ZHAW environment – either
through implementation on campus or in the region, or through a proven strong connection to ZHAW. As long as the
impact is achieved locally and no air travel is required, the project may also have an international character.

To which SDGs does this application contribute?
Please select the most relevant ones for your project.

SDG 1: No Poverty - End poverty in all its forms everywhere

SDG 2: Zero Hunger - End hunger, achieve food security and improved nutrition and promote sustainable
agriculture

SDG 3: Good Health and Well-being - Ensure healthy lives and promote well-being for all at all ages

SDG 4: Quality Education - Ensure inclusive and equitable quality education and promote lifelong learning
opportunities for all

SDG 5: Gender Equality - Achieve gender equality and empower all women and girls

SDG 6: Clean Water and Sanitation - Ensure availability and sustainable management of water and sanitation for all

SDG 7: Affordable and Clean Energy - Ensure access to affordable, reliable, sustainable and modern energy for all

SDG 8: Decent Work and Economic Growth - Promote sustained, inclusive and sustainable economic growth, full
and productive employment and decent work for all

SDG 9: Industry, Innovation and Infrastructure - Build resilient infrastructure, promote inclusive and sustainable
industrialization and foster innovation

SDG 10: Reduced Inequality - Reduce inequality within and among countries

...

"The 17 Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), with their 169 targets, form the core of the 2030 Agenda. They balance the
economic, social and ecological dimensions of sustainable development, and place the fight against poverty and sustainable
development on the same agenda for the first time.

The SDGs are to be achieved around the world, and by all UN member states, by 2030. This means that all states are called upon
equally to play their part in finding shared solutions to the world's urgent challenges. Switzerland is also required to implement the
Goals on a national basis. In addition, incentives are to be created to encourage non-governmental actors to make an increasingly
active contribution to sustainable development."

Source and more information on the Agenda 2030 and the 17 SDGs can be found here: https://www.eda.admin.ch/agenda2030/en/
home.html

SDGs

To what dimension(s) of sustainable development does your application primarily contribute?
Social

Ecological

Economical
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Project Management
The project has a clear structure, an adequate schedule (compatible with everyday student life and the remaining
duration of studies) and a realistic budget. In addition, potential risks are duly considered and mitigated. The project
also benefits from the collaboration of various relevant disciplines, departments or practitioners at different stages of
project development. If you have a project in mind that requires long-term maintenance, this must be taken into
account.

Impact on Sustainable Development: How does your project contribute to sustainable development by
addressing SDGs across the board and considering the various dimensions (social, environmental, economic) in
a coherent manner?

200
words

What (long-term) effects does your project aim to achieve in terms of sustainable development?
Can the impact be measured or understood in any way (e.g. emission reduction or sequestration, social benefits, increased
biodiversity, more sustainable business models, etc.)?
How does the application effectively contribute to the achievement of Agenda 2030 and individual SDGs
How does your project take social, environmental and economic aspects into account?

The specified word count is a maximum value. It does not have to be used up.

• 
• 

• 
• 

Impact at ZHAW: How does your project have an impact at ZHAW and in the surrounding region? 200 words

Consider the following possibilities, for example:

You organise workshops or small events related to your project.
You cooperate with institutes, organisational units or groups at the ZHAW, for example if you want to test something.
You ensure visibility on site with creative communication measures.
You contribute to raising awareness of the topic you are dealing with.
The project promotes a sustainable culture and community at ZHAW.
The project is incorporated into a course (in cooperation with lecturers).

The specified word count is a maximum value. It does not have to be used in full.

• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 

To what extent is your project interdisciplinary? 200 words

Exchange, involvement of or collaboration with representatives of other ZHAW departments or universities, civil society, the private
or public sector:

How does the project connect different disciplines?
How are other relevant ZHAW departments involved?
How are relevant external partners involved?
To what extent are the actors and disciplines involved relevant to the achievement of the project objectives?

The specified word count is a maximum value. It does not have to be used in full.

• 
• 
• 
• 

Project Plan 300 words

Describe the schedule for your project, including the most important milestones and how it fits in with your everyday student life.

The specified word count is a maximum value. It does not have to be used up.
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Communication
The project is embedded in a clear communication plan that outlines how progress, lessons learned and results will be
shared with relevant stakeholders at the right time to ensure engagement, visibility and broad impact.

Planned Start Date

Planned End Date

Important Note Funding is preferably provided within the calendar year. If funding is requested across more years, please indicate
in the budget an indicative use of funds per each year.

Requested Funding

max. CHF 10.000

Budget (Excel file)


The budget template can be downloaded here. Only this template will be accepted.

Funding is preferably granted within one calendar year. If funding is requested for several years, please indicate the expected
use of the funds for each year in the financial plan.
Funding should go directly to students and their projects. Funding for regular tasks performed by ZHAW employees, such as
teaching courses or supervising theses, is not intended. If the project involves a specific consulting mandate (beyond regular
tasks), project-related funding may be justified.

• 

• 

What potential risks do you see for your project, and how do you plan to identify, assess and mitigate them?200 words

What internal or external risks could jeopardise the success of the project?
What measures do you plan to take to avoid or mitigate risks?

The specified word count is a maximum value. It does not have to be used up.

• 
• 

Additional Documents (optional)


Please use a single or compressed file

6 of 7

https://gpmpublic.zhaw.ch/GPMDocProdDPublic/Vorgabedokumente_ZHAW/Z_FO_Formular_SIP_Budgetvorlage.xlsx
https://gpmpublic.zhaw.ch/GPMDocProdDPublic/Vorgabedokumente_ZHAW/Z_FO_Formular_SIP_Budgetvorlage.xlsx


End here
Before submitting, you can still add optional comments in the field below.

Once you submit your application, it cannot be edited anymore. Your application will be evaluated by the SIP-
Board.

More info: https://www.zhaw.ch/de/fokusthemen/zhaw-sustainable/sustainable-impact-program/

How does your project ensure that its impact, progress and results are visible and recognised by the
relevant stakeholders?

200
words

„We will not change the world with facts alone, but with the stories we tell about those facts.“ - Christiana Figueres (former UN climate
chief)

Which channels or formats do you use to communicate your project and its results (e.g. social media, events, newsletters)?

Which target groups is the communication aimed at, and how do you reach them effectively?

The specified word count is a maximum value. It does not have to be used up.

• 

• 

Comments (optional)
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