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Früher…
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Statistik für zukünftige Journalisten (und PR-
Leute)
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Bisher

• Stichprobenauswahl

• Skalenniveaus

• Häufigkeiten/Verteilung

• Mittelwerte/Median/Modus
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Datenjournalismus
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Datenbank zu Krebs in den USA

6



Zürcher  Fachhochschule

Schweiz
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Daten verändern den Journalismus…
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…die journalistische Tätigkeit…
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… die Nutzungsforschung…
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… die Visualisierung von Geschichten…
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..statistisches Fachwissen.. (bzw. Mängel 
werden offensichtlich)
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…die Journalisten-Ausbildung!
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Was brauchen Journalisten?
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In other words, the journalist’s job is not to learn and use eye-numbing formulae 
or calculate complicated things. For the most part, journalists deal with pre-
processed data packages from other sources and what they need is a permanent 
determination to question data and a basic level of statistical reasoning. ‘You 
don’t need to be a nerd to improve your reporting of news with numbers’, says 
Deborah Potter (2009). ‘You just need to remember one basic, journalistic question: 
does this make sense?’ Some basic knowledge of statistics is essential but 
what journalists need the most is not a set of skills to calculate or create their own 
data but one to use logical, valid reasoning and journalistic scepticism to (a) find 
and acquire data, (b) explore and evaluate their real meaning in context, (c) 
investigate non-numerical factors shaping them and (d) report them in a balanced, 
fair, accurate, accessible and engaging manner. All this does not require any 
special math skills. If one can add, subtract, divide and multiply, he/she can 
learn to handle statistics for the news. 

An Nguyen, Bournemouth University, UK; Jairo Lugo-Ocando, University of Leeds, UK: “The state of data 
and statistics in journalism and journalism education: Issues and debates”
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Was brauchen Journalisten? (2)
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Few journalists, for example, would need to know the scary look of the formula for a 
correlation co-efficient: what they need is to understand what those numbers 
between −1 and +1 mean in practice (what can be considered a strong, moderate or 
weak positive/negative association) and, more importantly, to understand that such 
association is not necessarily a cause–effect relationship. 

An Nguyen, Bournemouth University, UK; Jairo Lugo-Ocando, University of Leeds, UK: “The state of data 
and statistics in journalism and journalism education: Issues and debates”
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Wie?
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Bisher

• Stichprobenauswahl

• Skalenniveaus

• Häufigkeiten/Verteilung

• Mittelwerte/Median/Modus

Neu

Datengenerierung: 
Wie kann ich selbst Daten erheben?

Datenrecherche: Wo finde ich Daten? Wie beurteile ich die Qualität?

Datenanalyse: Wie analysiere ich Daten?

Datenvermittlung: Wie erzähle ich mit Daten eine Geschichte? Wie visualisiere ich?
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Neue Fähigkeiten – oft technisch
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Fragen am IAM
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1. Über welche Kompetenzen im Bereich Statistik und Daten sollen die 
Studierenden verfügen?

2. Welche Programme sollen sie kennen/nutzen?

3. Wie weit soll statistisches Wissen gehen?

4. Wer vermittelt dieses Wissen / diese Kompetenzen?


